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religious experience were an end in itself it would degenerate into pleasure 
in the narrow sense of thrills. But the concept ' end ' has to be interpreted 
in this setting a= comprehensively as the concept ' means.' Is not the whol« 
question as to whether religion is the one thing or the other an artificial 
one? Anything that could be designated as either a religious end or 
means would seem to be an episode, more or less essential, in the indivisible 
unity of the devoted life, and the value of this whole scarcely to be weighed 
in terms of anything outside itself. On the whole, however, Dr. Wright's 
interpretation of religion is as adequate, and as sensitive to the precise quali- 
ties of experiences, as a theory which makes of it a specialty and not a 
universal experience akin to art (see p. 115), could well be. For example, 
he insists on the difference between true prayer and " other means of 
tapping subconscious energy" (p. 266), and between the Christian mystic's 
experience and hypnotism and suggestion (p. 294). 

Katherine Gilbert. 
Durham, N. C. 

Benedetto Croce: An Introduction to His Philosophy. By Raffaello Piccoli. 
New York, Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1922. — pp. x, 31s. 

In reading a book like this it is natural to recall Hegel's saying that the 
obligation a great man lays upon his time is that of understanding him. 
It is perhaps seldom that this obligation is fulfilled; even the disciples of 
the great man are likely to seize upon certain of his striking words and to 
interpret his doctrine in a one-sided way that prevents it from having a 
free course in the life of the time. This was notably true in the case of 
Hegel himself, and it has also been on the whole exemplified in the case of 
Croce. Signor Piccoli in his Preface tells of the enthusiasm aroused in 
Italy by the appearance of Croce's main works between the years 1900- 
1910. " To the generation who opened the eyes of their intellect in the 
dawn of the century, he had revealed what seemed to be the only safe path 
between the two precipices of a pseudo-scientific materialism on one hand, 
and of a mysticism on the other, which in all its many forms . . . could not 
be anything less than an abdication of thoughts for the sake of the emo- 
tions" (p. 4). He himself, however, had passed beyond the stage of first 
enthusiasm before writing his book, having studied in England for some 
years and afterwards taken part in the war. When he was invited by the 
publishers during a visit to America to write an exposition of Croce's ideas, 
he found it necessary to make a new study of the writings of this author 
and to reconstruct for himself the whole system. The result is that, while 
still convinced of the profound significance of Croce's ideas, Signor Piccoli 
is able to look at the system he is expounding in an objective and critical 
way, with an appreciation of its difficulties' and the weakness of certain of 
its principles. This appears not from any external criticism, but rather 
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internally in the thinking that finds expression through the course of the 
exposition itself, the author thus showing finely that he has made his own 
Croce's fundamental doctrine of the relation of history and genuine criti- 
cism. 

The book gives a complete survey of the principles of Croce's philosophy 
in their relations to different phases of experience, and is thus more than 
a popular account of the philosopher's main doctrines. It seems to me 
particularly valuable because it traces the development of his thought from 
his first appearance as a writer, and enables one to understand the ideas that 
were working in his mind and the intellectual influences of the time against 
which his doctrines were a reaction. So far as matter and arrangement 
goes I do not see how the book could be improved. The form of expres- 
sion is however not quite idiomatic, and at times even a little puzzling. 
One might wish that the publishers had given Signor Piccoli the assistance 
that he needed in the difficult undertaking of writing in a foreign language. 
Nevertheless the book is not without vigor of style, and its defects of form 
are not great enough to interfere seriously with its usefulness. 

J. E. Creighton. 
Cornell University. 

Fichte et son Temps. I. fitablissement et Predication de la Doctrine de 

la Liberte. La Vie de Fichte jusqu-au Depart d'lena (1762-1799). 

Par Xavier Leon. Paris, Armand Colin, 1922. — pp. xiv, 649. 

M. Xavier Leon, the distinguished editor of the Revue de Metaphysique 
et de Morale, already well known for his excellent book, La Philosophie de 
Fichte, which appeared in 1902, has just published this fine volume as the 
first part of a comprehensive study of the life and times of Fichte. He 
tells us that the book was completed in 1913 and the printing begun in 
1914 before the outbreak of the war, and that the only change has been the 
addition of an Appendix made necessary by the discovery in 1914 of some 
hitherto unpublished letters of Fichte. M. Leon's work is intended to be 
exhaustive, so far as that is possible, and will fall into three parts: the 
first, which is given in this volume, embraces the life of Fichte until his 
departure from Jena in 1799; the second, dealing with the years 1800-1805 
and Fichte's struggles and achievements in Berlin before the opening of 
the University there; and the third, embracing the last years of his life, 
from 1806 to 1813. The author hopes to be able to publish the second vol- 
ume during 1923 and the concluding one during the following year. One 
can only recognize gratefully the importance of this undertaking, which 
has already cost the author the labor of thirteen years, and hope for the 
fulfilment of his plans for bringing it to completion. 

One result of the publication of a work so thorough and scholarly that 
reproduces and utilizes letters and other documents hitherto unpublished or 



